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| Some Weighty Confiderations, Humbly Preſented 
to the Honourable &M embers of the Enſuing 
| © eAſſemblyof the States of Scotland, 


LL confiderate States and Princes have uſed Religion: a 
a moy.e0 ſweeten the Spirits of their Subje&s, and to- 
make them obedient from Choice and Principle. 
The Roman State which Conquered a great part of the thew 


— 


known World did ſo much as they could, comply with the Reli- 
gious Rites of their ſubdued Provinces z and were ſo far from vb- 
truding their own upon the People ſubjeted to rhem, that the 
Fews who averred all other Nations to be Idolatrons and Prophane; 
were proteted in their Church- Government and' ſacred Ritesar 
home, in their Synagogues, and freedom to make Proſelytes in 0- 
ther Provinces, - | 
But now for a long tract of Years it: hath been: the bufineſs of 
the Government of $cot/and to force a Church- Governmenr;a dif 
 cipline and ſer of Prieſts upon a deyout and fincere People; ro'the 
racking of their Conſciences, fomenting of Broyls and Tamults, 
_ containing a horrid ſpeacle of Executions , andin ſhott, ro*the- 
. introducing of Ignorance and all manner of Profanity. | 
- .  It.is expeQed that the Honourable Aſſembly of the Srares wall 
. conſider, thar it is not'only againſt good Policy to forceConſcince,. 
but 'as much againſt rhe Rights of Ma nkind, as to ute violence a- 
_ gzjalt Life,or .Chaſtity, fince he 3 PMs a. for fear 0fi/Puniſh- 
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went wich whiac is again bis light, (whether good or-bad init (elf) 
rquſt-be obnoxious to the Anger of an irrefiſtable God, and tothe 
melinchollick ſentences of a wounded fpirir,- And fince che Per-. 

ſons and Efteres of :ſuch-as ſandeth ir our muſt. be a ViRim to. the 
ſanRign of ſevete Eaws, for refuling to offend God 2nd wonnd their. 
Canſciences ;- which it duely pondered,cannot but encline the Ho. 
a6urably _— to reſtore-tothe People their nattral Rights of 
Worſhipping God; and chuſing Teachers according to their Con- 
ſciences, to inſtru and rule chem ſuicably to the Gaſpel of Peace, 
and their Reformation 'trom 'Romiſh Tyranny, 7s” 

« It hach-been the fad tate of the Kingdom of Scotland to be ruined 
by Parliaments { che glorious Bulwarks of our geighbouring Na- 
tion} the conſticutioa whereof.hath been manifellly perverted by 
varigns. Innovations obtruded upon them-by force and frand, 

- The Officers of State, at firſt only admitted to be preſent in Pare 
liameat: as Actendants upon the King's Perſon,: have by 
wheedled them(elves into a Caſtom of Yating, albeir no pareof 
the three Eſtates of Parliament> | ynegt 17 PE 
... Thoughour:Kiangs have had. the Power of conferring Titles 6f 
Honour, yet ſuch Grants tor ſeveral Ages gaveno Right to Vote 
in Parliameac, cill firſt approved by the Eſtates of Parliament, By - 
the [avaſion upon this Righe of Parliaments, the number of their 
Hereditaty Members doth now exceed the number of the EleQive, 
though they poſſeſs not ſo much as a tenth part of the Property of. 
the Nation, an1ſeveral poſſels no part of it all. 

The fourteen Prelats obtruded upon the Parliaments, on pnt- 
poſe to fecure (omany Voresto the, Court, hath: been ſifered to 
continue the known dead weight of the Houſe, though- it cannot 
be underſtood what parc of che Body Politick they repreſent, fince 
the Clergy pretend to the Kingdom of Chriſt, whoſe Kingdom is 
not of this World,who ( to give them their due ) haveaRed => 
ably, 
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- Miſchiefs, (hall ſecure to Parliaments their Ancient Priviledges, 


oo : -— _ —— 
ably, in conſtantly Voting for the King, whom they called their 


Head under Chriſt, in Prejudice of the Nations beſt locereft, 
The Lords of the Articles were Calculate to oþviate the Nati- 
ons reaping any ſuitable ſtuir of Parhianientse - 


Members being obnoxions for whar they ſpeak in Parliament, is a 


Plague which conſumeth the Vitals of aLegiſlative Power. 

The Impoling of unneceſſary, diſputable, and felt-contradidi 
Oaths-on all Membety of Patliamene,*and 'EleRors of ſuch, h 
deprived many of the Nobllity of their Birtherights,and che Gen- 
try and Citizens from EleQing and being EleRed. | 

It hath done no good ſervice to our Parliaments, that only 
King's Barrons are admitted to Ele4, which in ſome Shires, ate 


"very few, whereas many Gentlemen, ' who bear greater burden 
than many of them, and are as-much to be'ſuppoſed in the Io. 
-tereſt of the Countrey, aredebarred from Eleftiog, upon a fifti- 


on. of the Feudal Law, whereby they are eſteemed to be repre- 


ſented ip. thiig Superiours, which was more tollerable, while the 


Confitution was Rtahding; to' #hich the Feudal Law was Cal- 


culate. | 
It is not doubted, but the Wiſdom of our great Aſſembly ſhall 


find ont Expedients to remove all Innovations, and ſettle the Par- 


liaments on a ſolid Fonndation. - 
Moſt of all our Miniſters of State, Judges and Privy Counſcl- 


lors, have been theſe twenty Eight years by-paſt, the great Griey- 
ances of the Nation, the Subſtance of the Countrey hath been ex- 
hauſted by perſons of all Ranks going to Court for Redreſs, uni. 


verlally to no purpoſe : Upon which accompt, none can doubt, 


but a Wiſe Aſſembly, which hath it in their hands to prevent ſuch 


to recomm?nd Perſons of Integrity and Capacity, for the Service 


of the Nation in all publick Truſts ; and above all, make ſurethe 
frequent 
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frequent aſſembling of Parliaments, a Soveraign Antidote againſt 
Whereas-every- Wiſe Goverhmens conſidereth, by what means 
it can probably be defended, and: where the publick Revenue 
of the Countrey is no wiſe 'ſufficient to ſuſtain a ſtanding Force 
proportioned to their defence, care, is taken to arm, encourage 
and model the Subjects for the ſecurity of the State. 


' The SubjeRs of Scotland haye been agaig:and again difarmed, 
a ftanding Force hath been kept.on foot, tothe number of three 
or four thouſand Men, no ways ſuited ' to the Defence of the' 
Countrey, but ſufficient to Haraſs and. Inflave a diſarmed, people. 

It cannot eſcape the Providence of the Honourable Aﬀem- 
bly, to put the SubjeQs. in poſture of Defence, . under Officers 
no. leſs recommended upon: the accompt of Integrity and Love 
to their Countrey, as upon the Accompt. of. Courage and Ex- | 
perience; And take care that no ſtanding Force be ſuffered to 
be kept in the Kingdom, wityjout con(ent. of Parliament, nor 
be Leavied to ſeyve: undet.ather States or Friabes, withoat Pro- 
mifion and Obligation, that they ſhall be ſent back wherr the 
P:rliament ſhall find-it neceſſity for the Nations Service. .' 

Aa 1ong continued* Race of both Eleftive. and Succetl.ve Scotifþ 
Kings, have coaftantly acknowledged, that they are bound to Q-+ 
blige themſelves by ſolemn Oath, to proteG their Subjefts,, and 
Jefend rheir Rights, at the ſolemn receipt of the Pcoples Allegi- 
ance, : 

but to Crown the Miſeries of that bleeding, Nation, James the 
fer onth; preterided a Right fron God alone, aſſumed the Govern- 
mt, © without oaliging himſdf, by folewn Oath to the Subjects, 
catrary tothe tundamental Gonſtitutions, . continual Cuſtom, and 
Acunowl-dgment of his Anceſtors,. and an expreſs Statute, which 
's only a-Declaration:of the fundamental- Cualtitution cplarged; 
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what was abſolutely neceſſary for & peace and ſafety; ofthe Sub-= 


jJeas, when Reformed from Romiſh Darkneſs and. Superſtition - 


And as his being a biggoted Papiſt, did render him incapable to 
oblige himſelf to the Subjes, according to the terms of the Oath 
contained inthe foreſaid Statute, and conſequently incapable of 
the m_ Dignityz fo his Arbitrary and Popiſh ns made 
it impoſſible he could 'ingage himſelf .to defend the Liberty and 


the Parliament eighty one ſhould be objected, the Anſwer is ob- 
vious, that the pretended Parliament was holden by bimſelf, whom 
many” former- Laws have' rendered incapable of bearing any Qf- 
fices in our Proteſtant Countrey, yea incapable of being alaw- 
ful SubjeR,; and fo'all its At are ipſ6 faFo, null and void. | 
Again; 'tt was not inthe power of any Parliament to alter a 
ntal Conſtiration more ancient than Parliaments, than it 
CON pn Ay ong nine + of om Aki 4491 
Inſhort, bisuſurping the Goverhmeng, his Arhitrary manage- 
ment thereof; and yr his nin Great Eriteis, and be- 
taking himſelf to the ProteRion ofthe Arch-enemy of Chriſtiani. 
ty, yea, Humanity it ſelf, giveth ſafficientground to declare him 


an'Enemy of this Kingdom, and the Peoples Right to provide for . 
themſelves. | | 


Sincethe Almighty God hath raiſed up the Prince of Orange,now 
King of Ezgland (the Hereditary Hercules ofthe Latter World ) 
to undertake ſo glorious an Interprize, asthedelivering of Britain 
and Ireland from Popery and Slavery, and bath hitherto bleſſed 
his greatand good Deligns with ſuitable. ſucceſs. Gratitude and 
Juſtice requireth the Honourable Aſſembly to confer the Regal 
Dignity upon bim, that he may be the more encou to ac» 
compliſh the Deliverance of theſe Nations, and afliſted in the pro- 
curement of un univerſal Repoſe toall Chriſtendom. 

The 


y of the Subjtts; And if the 4 of Succeſſion made in - 
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The former Pretioynaries by to 
who ſtriverth with his SabjeQs to par —_ ia dibgreatie a. Ping | 
| may be in his and his Suceefſors power to do them good, but not 4 
R to hurt them. 
; Ic is nortobe doubted, but the Honourable Aembly uit nd 
| it the Intereſt of Mankind co pray, £et Kivg William live gd 
$ And to make no otherwiſe mention of a Succeſſor, than to. 
their mores all mT to have any cops | in 
vernment of t om, to appoint the pens imme» 
fog promoting the deceaſe of King Wiliez ( whole Life 
_ to aſſemble within days after his dede; 
ict tikewi hoped; that the Honourable Adembly 4 
che Nations moſt preſſing Affairs are ſettled) IlH-all vu rop 
Expedientsto obtain an Union with our. ring Neck 
ſo theunited of Great Britain. may. __— laid' 


the Relicfof our Neighbouring Proteſtapts, yet EORring, [1 
the heavy Yoak ME NF" IIS qe: RT 


not 


yrants. - 


# #+% © 


